SUIS Wan Yuan US High School

EN 301: 20th Century American Literature

2013-2014 Course Syllabus 
Instructor: Andrew Ward

Classroom: C403                                                     

 Email: wardaw@gmail.com

In this survey course, students continue to develop and refine their reading comprehension, composition, and critical thinking skills while expanding their vocabulary.  Students will be able to identify the prevalent themes and characterizations of American Literature that reflect the history and culture of the what historians have called "The American Century," and discuss how those themes continue to influence American Culture today. Students will develop informative and persuasive writings by locating, evaluating, and synthesizing information from a variety of sources.  

Essential Questions: 

· Do Americans look at the world in a different way than other nations?

· What is the American Dream?

· How does the American Dream shape the cultural identity of its citizens?

· Does the American Dream lead to societal and environmental problems?

· Are some people left out of the American Dream?   

· Is the American Dream worth pursuing?

Major Works Covered in the Course 

Novel, The Catcher in the Rye, J.D. Salinger

Novel, The Great Gatsby, F. Scott. Fitzgerald 

Film, Citizen Kane 

Play, Death of a Salesman, Arthur Miller
Novel, To Kill a Mockingbird, Harper Lee

Play, A Raisin in the Sun, Lorraine Hansberry 

Novel, The Grapes of Wrath, John Steinbeck
Common Core ELA Standard Focus:

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.2 Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.3 Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed).

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or information.

Unit Overview:

· Unit 1 - Introduction to Novel Study - The Catcher in the Rye

First Term Thematic Focus: The Promises of the American Dream

· Unit 2 - Introduction to the American Dream
· Unit 3 - The Language of Film - Depictions of the American Dream in Film/Television

Second Term - A Dream Deferred? Who gets left out of the American Dream? 

· Unit 4 - African Americans & the American Dream
· Unit 5 Workers, Migrants, Immigrants, & the American

Grading Policy


Daily Assignments/Participation/Quizzes: 40%


Tests/Essay/Projects: 30%


Final Exam: 30%

Class Rules 
1. Speak only in English.

2. Always come to class prepared and ready to learn, which includes being seated and having all your materials ready by the start of each class.

3. Be attentive and respectful towards each other and the teacher, and use appropriate language.

Late Assignments
Late assignments may be turned in at the end of the next school day for 50% of the grade. No late work will be accepted after that. It is your responsibility for turning in your work. For excused absences, including illness, late work is accepted based on the number of days the student is absent from school. For example, if the student is absent from school for 2 days, the work may be submitted 2 days late.

Absences
If a student is absent from class, he is responsible for speaking with the teacher to go over the material and assignments that he missed. He may also find it helpful to ask his classmates for notes.

Academic Honesty
It is important that students do their own work, and do not cheat or plagiarize. Plagiarism is never acceptable. For homework and projects, please do not copy directly from the textbook, news articles, fellow students, or any other source. When sources of information are used, they must be properly given credit. To help with giving credit, please ask the teacher for help.
If there is evidence of plagiarism, cheating, or other forms of academic dishonesty, you will receive a zero on regular assignments. If this happens for major projects or final exams, the teacher will discuss with High School Principals the appropriate punishment. All cases of academic dishonesty will be reported to the High School Principals.

Changes to the Syllabus
The Wan Yuan US High School is a new school. As such, there are likely to be changes in the schedule, practices, policies, etc., which might result in small changes in how this class is taught. Please be flexible and work closely with the teacher to make sure that you always understand what is expected of you.

