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Welcome to English II. English II builds upon the foundation skills and background knowledge you learned in English I with a greater depth of study in the areas of literature and writing. You will apply what you learned last year to greater understand the literary elements of novels, short stories, and poetry while exploring universal questions essential to the human condition: "What is Human Nature?," "What is the relation of the individual to society?," "How should we live our lives?" You will write to describe, to tell stories, to give information, and to conduct research. We will also spend time using technology to apply what we've learned and tell stories. I hope this year will be a time you will look back on fondly as a time that had a major impact on your life.  
Course Overview
Common Core ELA Standard Focus:
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.9-10.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI./RL. 9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI./RL. 9-10.2 Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.9-10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.9-10.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.9-10.5 Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.

Units Overview:
Unit 1: Tuesdays with Morrie: Where do we find inspiration in our lives? 

Unit 2: Elements of the Short Story

Unit 3: Introduction to the Novel - The Outsiders

Unit 4: Genre Study - Science or Science Fiction?
Unit 5: Elements of Poetry

Unit 6: The Art of Persuasion - Appeals, Fallacies, & Rhetorical Strategies
Unit 7: The Personal Essay - This I Believe

Grading Policy


Daily Assignments/Participation/Quizzes: 40%


Tests/Essay/Projects: 30%


Final Exam: 30%

Class Rules 
1. Speak only in English.

2. Always come to class prepared and ready to learn, which includes being seated and having all your materials ready by the start of each class.

3. Be attentive and respectful towards each other and the teacher, and use appropriate language.

Late Assignments
Late assignments may be turned in at the end of the next school day for 50% of the grade. No late work will be accepted after that. It is your responsibility to put your late work in the “Late Work” bin. For excused absences, including illness, late work is accepted based on the number of days the student is absent from school. For example, if the student is absent from school for 2 days, the work may be submitted 2 days late.

Absences
If a student is absent from class, he or she is responsible for speaking with the teacher to go over the material and assignments that he or she missed. He or she may also find it helpful to ask his or her classmates for notes.

Academic Honesty
It is important that students do their own work, and do not cheat or plagiarize. Plagiarism is never acceptable. For homework and projects, please do not copy directly from the textbook, news articles, fellow students, or any other source. When sources of information are used, they must be properly given credit. To help with giving credit, please ask the teacher or borrow the teacher’s copy of the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 7th Edition.

If there is evidence of plagiarism, cheating, or other forms of academic dishonesty, the student will receive a zero on regular assignments. If this happens for major projects or final exams, the teacher will discuss with High School Principals the appropriate punishment. All cases of academic dishonesty will be reported to the High School Principals.

Changes to the Syllabus
The Wan Yuan US High School is a new school. As such, there are likely to be changes in the schedule, practices, policies, etc., which might result in small changes in how this class is taught. Please be flexible and work closely with the teacher to make sure that you always understand what is expected of you.
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