
When Daisy and Gatsby first met, although they were in love, they could never marry because he was poor. Gatsby refuses to accept the past, and uses his money to woo Daisy as if the years since then had never happened. In trying to win Daisy’s love, Nick wonders if Gatsby “wanted to recover something, some idea of himself perhaps, that had gone into loving Daisy" (Fitzgerald 71).   Gatsby wants to return to time when he was a seventeen-year old, lying on his bed, dreaming of the future. Gatsby’s life had been “confused and disordered since then, but if he could once return to a certain starting place and go over it all slowly, he could find out what that thing was" (Fitzgerald 71). Gatsby wants to return to a time before his dream was marred by corruption and materialism, when it was pure.
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Daisy became reward at the end of a hard quest that many have attempted, but few had succeeded: “It excited him, too, that many men had already loved Daisy – it increased her value in his eyes" (Fitzgerald 94).  She is hard to get, and the harder she is to get the more valuable she is.
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